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Doctor of Medicine and Member of the College of Physicians of
London (qualifications which would enable him to practise
throughout the British dominions, over the extent of which, as it
is said, the sun never sets), thought proper to go through a series
of examinations to obtain a qualification to practise in the small
Republic of Switzerland. It should surely be unnecessary to
follow such an example as this.-I am, etc.,

HEALTH RESORT.

UNCERTIFICJTED MIDWIVES.
SIR,-We are glad to see that public attention is at last being

called to the crying evil of uncertificated women practising as
midwives. The recent cases reported in various papers of death
through puerperal fever, conveyed to six poor lying-in women by
an uncertificated midwife, set forth in a striking manner the need
of legislation as to the employment of untrained and irresponsible
women.
Though there are at present many well-trained and certificated

midwives in practice, the uncertificated woman will continue to
be employed, to the great detriment of mothers and infants; and
nothing but compulsory registration-that is, by Act of Parlia-
ment-will meet the case. It is earnestly hoped, therefore, that
the Bill for the Registrat:.on of Midwives, notice of which has
been given in the House of Commons, will shortly extend to the
mothers of England that protection in childbirth which they can
command in every other European country.
The Midwives' Institute has been quietly and steadily working

towards this end for the last eight years, and will gladly supply
all information on the subject to anyone desiring it.-I am, etc.,

MARGARET NICHOLL,
Secretary to the Midwives' Institute.

15, Buckingham Street, Strand, W.C.

INSANITARY HOUSES IN LONDON.
SlR,-As you mention my name in your leader of September

21st, perhaps you will allow me to make a few remarks in refer-
ence to it. It is certainly satisfactory to be able to note, as you
do, that the question of expert sanitary officials is so far "fairly
advanced that we may hopefully await its further development.
Thanks are certainly due to the Sanitary Institute for the part it
has already taken in the good work; but, as I have said else-
where, and as I have pointed out to the Secretary of the Insti-
tute, the regulations (a copy of which I have before me) are want-
ing in two points. There should be a preliminary examination in
general subjects, of such a character as to guarantee as far as pos-
sible the candidate's social position. The present requirements-
legible handwriting and correct spelling-are insufficient. It must
be obvious that an official who lives upon the same social level,
and is " hail fellow well met" with the very class which is chiefly
responsible for the delinquencies to guard against which he 18is
appointed, cannot be altogether independent, though I would
gladly hope that cases of actual dishonesty or conscious yielding
to influence may be comparatively rare. Of course I am attacking
the system under which such cases are insufficiently guarded
against, and not the class for which it is responsible, as one of the
correspondents of the Times ("R. S. S.") seemed to think. The
other point in which I think the Sanitary Institute's examination
is weak is that it makes insufficient provision for the practical
instruction and examination of surveyors in sanitary construc-
tion, and in the practical testing of the soundness ot such con-
struction. My idea is-and I hope that Mr. Ritchie's scheme will
run upon those lines-that legislation should provide for the com-
pulsory employment by all local sanitary authorities of properly-
qualified, well-paid sanitary officials. I think that in many in-
stances the offices of surveyor and sanitary inspector might with
advantage be combined. Such officials should be of a certain
social standing, and hold a position, as it were, intermediate be-
tween that of the sanitary engineer or architect and the medical
sanitarian, and should possess a thorough practical as well as
theoretical knowledge of his business. Reverting for the mo-
ment to the education and qualification of such officials, I would
add that I do not propose that the Sanitary Institute should
monopolise them. It has taken the lead in the matter, and when
it has established a thoroughly sound standard of examination I
am sure it will be only too pleased to see the universities follow
its useful example.

I agree generally with your criticisms of Mr. Wootton Isaacson's
Bill, but I should like to see what he proposes to do centrally

carried out to a certain extent locally. Caveat emptor is a good
motto. No one has a greater objection to " grandmotherly "legis-
lation and to the swamping of individual responsibility than I
have; and were the interests of the "emptor" alone in question,
I would admit its applicability. Unfortunately, however, a care-
less "emptor" may endanger the health of a large household, or
even of a small community, should he happen to keep a school or
a hotel, for instance. I think it would much simplify any con-
templated legislation if it were to cover all such cases. Local
authorities claim-and the best "urban" by-laws include sanitary
provisions-a voice in the construction of new dwellings. Is it
not a logical sequence that they should have the same voice in the
maintenance of the efficiency of the sanitary arrangements, when
defects only discoverable by skilled inspection may havea widely-
spread detrimental influence upon the health of the community?
Drains and pipes are at least as likely to get out of order and re-
pair as other structural or ornamental portions of a house; and,
whilst the consequences are more serious, the defects are more
likely to be overlooked. In my opinion, periodical inspection by
a thoroughly competent inspector should be insisted upon by all
local sanitary authorities. The frequency of such inspection, and
the question of upon whom the expense should fall, or in what
proportions, would be matters of detail for after consideration;
but I think that it would probably be found convenient to follow
Mr. Isaacson's suggestion so far as to adopt the normal unit of
lease-seven years-(7, 14, 21), coinciding so often, as that period
would do, with changes of tenancy.-I am, etc.,

Constitutional Club, September 24th. C. H. ALLFREY.

THE MEDICAL DEFENCE UNION.
SIR,-An editorial paragraph in the JOURNAL of September 14th

provokes some comment. You are pleased to congratulate the Medi-
cal Defence Union on its successful prosecution of quacks, and you
hope its energies will not be paralysed bya want of support. Such a
condescending approval of the Medical DefenceUnion bythe official
organ of the British Medical Association reminds me of a certain
class of benevolent people who are so charitable as long as they
can use other people's purses. But I am afraid that the managers
of the Defence Union will find their income injuriously affected
by this crusade, as I have already requested my name to be taken
off the list of members, and others, no doubt, will do the same.
The prosecution of quacks may very fitly be undertaken by the

British Medical Association, which so highly approves of the step,
or by the corporations; and the entire profession has a right to
expect that this duty should be taken in hand by these represen-
tative and responsible bodies. But the Medical Defence Union, so
I thought, was founded for the protection of its own members
against the risks that beset them in having to defend themselves
against unjust charges, in actions for damages in courts of law,
in the certifying of lunatics, and misfortunes of a like kind. In
restricting their functions to this useful work the managers of the
Union will find their highest and best claim for support.-I am,
etc., W. H. DAWSON, M.D.

St. Helens, Great Malvern, September 17th.

FLUSHING THE PERITONEUM.
Sra,-Dr. J. S. Briscoe should become a Fellow of the British

Gynaecological Society and read its Transactions. When he does
so he will find that flushing the peritoneum from a jug has long
since been discarded, and that a very simple method of washing
has been described, varied according to well defined requirements,
by which the cleansing is accomplished in a method much better
than that which he described. In a very few instances, however,
such as the large incisions required by'hysterectomies when there
have been extensive adhesions, it may be as well to revert to the
old plan of the jug which I recommended when I first introduced
flushing the peritoneum some ten or twelve years ago.

In the matter of opening the peritoneum through the sheath of
the rectus, Dr. Briscoe is also a little behindhand. In Birmingham
this has been the almost uniform practice for fifteen or sixteen
years.-I am, etc., LAWSON TAIT.
Birmingham.

SECTION CUTTING OF HARD TISSUES.
Srn,-As the demonstration at the recent meeting of the British

Dental Association at Brighton, on microscopical section cutting
of hard tissues, was productive of so much interest, may I, as the


